	Grading Criteria for the Yearlong Plan
	4 - Advanced
Skillfully meets all criteria. 
	3 – Proficient
Competently meets most criteria. 
	2 - Developing
Unevenly meets some criteria. 
	1  - Unsatisfactory
Meets few criteria. 

	Content

These writers have put forth substantial effort in creating a polished product rather than a “work in progress.” They have included the checklist demonstrating that the yearlong plan includes all required elements. A cover sheet lists the overarching theme for the year, the grade level, writer(s)’ name, the date, and a signed honor pledge. The introduction describes a meaningful overarching concept that is developmentally appropriate for the classroom context designated by the writer. The writer provides unit titles along with a reasonable explanation of how the units are conceptually related to the overarching concept; how they are logically sequenced to optimize student learning; and how the standards are addressed. The writer provides descriptions of 6-9 units that are reasonably paced. Each unit features appropriate standards and Connected Learning principles to be taught in the course of the unit, and a significant instructional focus for each week. Engaging and varied opportunities are provided for students to read/view/listen to and produce a range of texts, but depth is not sacrificed in favor of breadth. Titles and genres of the texts are included. Both the unit assessments and the culminating assessment for the year are aimed at helping students synthesize and extend their learning by constructing, rather than regurgitating, knowledge. The writer provides a detailed, student-friendly description of a culminating assessment for the entire year as well as an explanation of the assessment tool and/or criteria s/he will use to assess the artifact. A graphic organizer displays how, and in what sequence, the materials included in the yearlong plan address either the 4 standards in the CO Standards for Reading, Writing, and Communicating OR the CCSS anchor standards in each category (reading, writing, speaking and listening, language – 32 total). Additionally, one grid displays where (i.e., in what units) all of the outcomes from the standards have been addressed in the course of the year. If you’re using the CO standards, refer to evidence outcomes. If you’re using the CCSS, use the grade-level bands for your specific grade level (see pp. 36-55 in the CCSS pdf). Another grid displays where (i.e., in what units) all of the Connected Learning principles have been addressed in the course of the year. Finally, the writers includes a group participation statement (unless they aren’t in a group) and a 1 p. single-spaced self-evaluation describing the individual’s contributions to the yearlong plan and her/his experiences with collaboration (if s/he collaborated) OR working individually (if s/he did that). Also included is anything else the writer thinks is important for Cindy to know about the plan and her/his work on it. 
	3 X ___ = 

Each required component is included. 


	3 X ___ =

Each required component is included.

	3 X ___ = 
One required component may be missing. 

	3 X ___ =

Two or more required components may be missing.


	Craft

These writers have created materials that are clear, precise, and well-constructed. All parts of the yearlong plan are well-aligned and work together to create a coherent whole. Clearly, the writer has “planned backwards,” selecting standards and designing assessments that will guide instruction and provide students with opportunities to demonstrate that they have met the Colorado or CCSS standards, evidence outcomes (for CO standards) OR grade-level bands (for CCSS), and all six Connected Learning principles. All components are effectively formatted to allow ease of reading. The materials are professional in appearance—polished enough that the writer would be proud to take it to a job interview as an exemplar of her/his work.
	2 X       =
	2 X ___ =
	2 X ___ =
	2 X ___ =

	Conventions

These writers use accessible and professional language. The final draft shows evidence of careful proofreading. If errors remain, they are minimal and do not substantially interfere with communicating the writer’s intended meaning.
	1 X       = 
	1 X ___ =
	1 X ___ =
	1 X ___ =

	POINT TOTAL:
	
	
	
	


A = 22-24
B = 18-21
C = 13-17
D = 9-12
F = 8 or below

NOTES ON DESCRIPTORS

What does Advanced mean? - Content is well-aligned, detailed, and developed to the full extent described in the grading criteria listed above. These yearlong plans are so well-designed, they could be used as exemplars in future classes. Content is virtually error-free.
What does Proficient mean? - Content is still aligned and sufficiently detailed, though these projects may not be as well-articulated in terms of their overall organization, creativity, or readability as those scoring in the Advanced range. Few, if any, editing errors remain.
What does Developing mean? - These projects still attempt to meet all requirements, but components are more generic, and alignment of standards, instruction, and assessment is inconsistent. More detail is needed in several areas. Furthermore, these writers may have invested noticeably less effort in organization, format, and/or proofreading.
What does Unsatisfactory mean? - These projects further exacerbate or multiply the problems of yearlong plans described as Developing. They appear to be little more than a collection of instructional materials loosely organized around teaching English or speech communication.
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