EDUC463 Year-Long Plan

Assignment and Rationale

Individually or collaboratively if you’d like, you will prepare a yearlong plan for a grade level, students, and school of your choice. (REMEMBER: Either your yearlong plan or your unit plan must be created collaboratively.) The yearlong plan will require you to synthesize much of the reading/thinking/writing/talking/planning/constructing you’ve done so far in this course and will also give you a tremendous leg-up on the task of putting a course together, even before you have your own classroom. Many districts refer to this process as “curriculum mapping,” so it’s highly likely that learning how to plan like this will prepare you to meet the expectations in your future workplace.

Learning how to conduct long-range planning now—with support and feedback from your classmates and me—should also give you experience that can make your first year (as well as those thereafter) much less stressful. Flexible, long-range planning frees you up from the daily uncertainty of “What do I do on Monday morning?” and lends continuity to your teaching and your and your students’ learning. Finally, this assignment will give you the opportunity to design sequenced instruction by “planning backwards” from the tasks (or assessments) you plan for students to complete as a demonstration of their learning. 
Content and Format

This assignment has 7 parts. I will provide more detail on each of the required elements in coming weeks, but for now, I wanted you to see an overview of the project. 

1. Yearlong Plan Checklist: This will be your cover page. I’ll provide it.
2. Title Page: List the overarching theme you have chosen for the year, the grade level for which this curriculum is designed, your name, the date, and a signed honor pledge. 

3. Introduction: This section provides an overview of the plan and the context you have in mind. Include the following components:

a. Context – What grade level? What are the demographics of the school and community? Also, think about “asset mapping”: Based on their community membership, what assets do students bring to your class? (Think back to the comments Nicole Mirra, Mark Gomez, Patricia Hanson, & Katie Rainge-Briggs made in this regard during the Google hangout.)
b. Description of the over-arching concept for the class 

c. A list of the unit titles and an explanation of how the units are conceptually related to the over-arching concept for the class and why they are sequenced in the way they are.

d. Identification of the standards you’re using: The default standards are the Colorado Content Standards for Reading, Writing, and Communicating OR the Common Core State Standards. You may have a reason to use a different set of standards that I have approved in advance. For instance, you may want to use standards from a different state if you anticipate moving after graduation.
e. An explanation of how the standards are addressed (i.e., “Students will write for a variety of purposes and audiences by       [then fill in the blank with your explanation]   ”)
4. Descriptions of 6-9 Units: For each unit, you will devote 1-2 pages to explaining the following:

a. The title and length of time it will take 

b. A brief description of the content and goals (1-2 sentences) 

c. The standards and Connected Learning principles you will address. Be selective. List only those that will be taught in each specific unit, not just reinforced or practiced. 

d. Major methods of student assessment for the unit (projects, papers, performances, films [either shown or created by students], creative responses, exams, etc.). Be cognizant of time. You would probably have no more than 1-2 major assessments in a four-week period. Students need time to prepare. 

e. Texts you will teach (print, visual, and/or multimodal). Be specific. Give titles and genres. 

f. List the focus for each week, such as “Historical Perspective” or “Voice and Tone.” Remember that you have a maximum of 36 weeks in an academic year.
In terms of format, think about how you can present all of this information in a visually pleasing way. Of course you’ll be generating text as you explain the rationale behind much of your planning, but you should also maximize your use of tables, charts, etc., to present a lot of information that can be readily understood.  As you make choices about presentation, consider the relationship between form and content.
5. A Culminating Assessment for the Entire Year that includes: 

a. An assignment sheet, written in student-friendly language, that describes the artifact that students will produce to demonstrate that they have achieved the goals you set and/or negotiated with them throughout the year. The assignment sheet should include: a brief rationale; a description of the required components and format of the assignment; and information about intended audience(s), due dates, and points possible. While you want to keep the assignment sheet concise (approx. 1-2 pp.), provide sufficient detail that it could be used with students.

b. A brief description of the tool you will use to assess the artifact. This description may be a fully developed rubric if you choose, but it may also consist of a paragraph or so in which you say that you will create a rubric to assess the artifact on the following criteria (and then provide reasonable, relevant criteria).

6. Maps of Language Arts Standards and Connected Learning Principles as follows: 
a. A graphic organizer that displays in a minimum number of pages where (i.e., in what units) you are addressing the Colorado Content Standards for Reading, Writing, and Communicating OR the Common Core State Standards. 
The Colorado Content Standards for Reading, Writing, and Communicating define the standards as categories, so if you’re using those, you’ll just list the categories in your graphic organizer without going into the evidence outcomes (i.e., Standard 1: Oral Expression and Listening; Standard 2: Reading for All Purposes; Standard 3: Writing and Composition; and Standard 4: Research and Reasoning.). 
If you’re using the Common Core State Standards, you will just list the anchor standards for each of the four categories of Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language. These are the ones we read and annotated together in class. To clarify, there are 10 for Reading, 10 for writing, 6 for Speaking & Listening, and 6 for Language; so you’d have 32 anchor standards total in your graphic organizer.

b. A grid that displays where (i.e., in what units) you have addressed all of the required outcomes for the year as these are stated in the body of standards you have chosen to use for the yearlong plan. If you are using the CO Standards for Reading, Writing, and communicating, refer to the evidence outcomes, somewhere between 38 and 44 evidence outcomes, depending on the grade. If you are using the CCSS, refer to the grade-level bands. To find these for the grade level you’re using, look at the pdf of the standards on the weebly site. They’re on pp. 36-55 and are arranged by grade level.
c. Another grid that displays where (i.e., in what units) you are addressing the six Connected Learning principles
7. Group Participation Statement + Self-Evaluation: PLEASE NOTE THAT I HAVE ELIMINATED THE ORIGINAL REQUIREMENT OF CONFERENCE RESPONSE FORMS. Instead, complete the group participation statement on the weebly site and refer directly to the scoring guide when discussing the grade you think you deserve. For your self-evaluation statement, describe your individual contributions to the yearlong plan and your experiences with collaboration (if you collaborated) OR working individually (if you did that). Add anything else that you think is important for me to know about the plan and your work on it. E-MAIL YOUR SELF-EVALUATION TO ME PERSONALLY.
8. Audience for the Assignment: Your audiences are your classmates, me, other preservice teachers, and perhaps even future colleagues or administrators who might be interested in hiring you.
Due Dates and Grading
The final draft of your yearlong plan is due Wed., 4/9 and is worth 25% of your grade. Please see the calendar for the dates when Checkpoints (i.e., detailed drafts) for each element are due. 

We will discuss the scoring guide for this assignment later (it’s posted on the weebly site now), but the major factor I’ll be assessing is your alignment of standards, instruction, and assessments. In reading your yearlong plan, I should be able to sense:

· your clear grasp of the standards and outcomes you’re addressing

· that the activities and assignments you’re planning will help students meet these standards and demonstrate these outcomes
· that your assessments will provide new occasions for learning, not just a rehash of the content in each unit
� Many thanks to Louann Reid who allowed me to borrow much of her language to describe the elements of this assignment.





