	Grading Criteria for the Unit Plan
	4 - Advanced
Innovatively meets all criteria. 
	3 – Proficient
Competently meets most criteria. 
	2 - Developing
Unevenly meets some criteria. 
	1  - Unsatisfactory
Meets few criteria. 

	Content

These writers have put forth substantial effort in creating a polished unit plan that allows students to construct personal meaning by reading and writing for real purposes. The cover sheet lists the required elements, including a signed honor pledge. A completed unit checklist immediately follows the cover sheet. The introduction 1) explains where the unit fits in the overall plan for the year; 2) describes the students who are the focus of instruction as well as the teaching context; 3) uses Wessling’s reading complexity circles graphic to demonstrate the range of varied texts students will read; 4) uses a writing complexity circles graphic to show the range of varied texts that students will compose; and 5) identifies the body of standards around which instruction is built. The unit planning template includes all required elements and demonstrates the writer’s skill in planning backwards. The rationale is a well-supported, research-based essay that justifies the appropriateness of the unit for the intended course and class of students. It describes a compelling organizing principle and focus for the unit, including the key concepts and questions the unit will address. Evidence includes references to at least 3 articles from the professional journal the writer subscribed to for this class. A concise unit calendar outlines an effective sequence for the in-class activities and assignments included in the unit. Minute-by-minute lesson plans enable students to work successfully toward intellectually rewarding performances on the unit assessments. They include all required elements listed on the template provided in class and are written in sufficient detail that a substitute could come in and teach them without utter confusion. Included in the set of lesson plans are an introductory or gateway activity connected to the unit theme; multiple lessons that incorporate Connected Learning principles and multimodal learning; and formative assessments that will allow students to demonstrate their success in meeting standards. All handouts necessary for teaching the lessons and activities are included. Taken together, the lessons demonstrate the writer’s skill in supporting the needs of individual learners, including ELLs. An assignment sheet and scoring guide for a performative summative assessment are included. Rather than merely regurgitating content, students will produce a meaningful artifact that allows them to synthesize and extend their learning in regard to the unit focus. The assignment sheet includes all required elements and is written in student-friendly language. The scoring guide is well-aligned with the assignment sheet and describes exactly what students will need to do in order to get the grades they want on the assignment. It assesses what matters, uses clear gradations of quality, avoids arbitrary distinctions, and contains a minimum degree of negative language. Finally, the writer includes a concise self-evaluation (no longer than 1 single-spaced page) addressing the extent to which the unit plan meets or exceeds the assignment requirements. The writer includes examples from the unit plan to support the points s/he is making in the self-evaluation and refers directly to the criteria from this rubric in suggesting the letter grade s/he feels the project deserves. The writer also points out anything that will give me insight into her/his process of creating the unit. If the writer worked in a group, the group participation statement provided on weebly is also included.
	3 X      = 
Each required component is included. 


	3 X   _= 
Each required component is included.

	3 X     = 

One required component may be missing. 

	3 X ___ =

Two or more required components may be missing.



	Craft

These writers have created materials that are clear, precise, and well-constructed. All parts of the unit plan are well-aligned and work together to create a coherent whole. Clearly, the writer has “planned backwards,” selecting standards and designing assessments that will guide instruction and provide students with opportunities to demonstrate what they have learned. All components are effectively formatted to allow ease of reading. If the unit is online, the website is easy to navigate. If the unit is in hard copy, materials are bound (not just stapled) and professional in appearance—polished enough that the writer would be proud to take it to a job interview as an exemplar of her/his work.
	2 X      = 
	2 X      = 
	2 X ___ =
	2 X ___ =

	Conventions

These writers use accessible and professional language. The final draft shows evidence of careful proofreading. If errors remain, they are minimal and do not substantially interfere with communicating the writer’s intended meaning.
	1 X      = 

	1 X      = 
	1 X ___ =
	1 X ___ =

	POINT TOTAL: 
	
	
	
	


A = 22-24
B = 18-21
C = 13-17
D = 9-12
F = 8 or below

NOTES ON DESCRIPTORS

What does Advanced mean? - Content is well-aligned, detailed, and developed to the full extent described in the grading criteria listed above. These yearlong plans are so well-designed, they could be used as exemplars in future classes. Content is virtually error-free.
What does Proficient mean? - Content is still aligned and sufficiently detailed, though these projects may not be as well-articulated in terms of their overall organization, creativity, or readability as those scoring in the Advanced range. Few, if any, editing errors remain.
What does Developing mean? - These projects still attempt to meet all requirements, but components are more generic, and alignment of standards, instruction, and assessment is inconsistent. More detail is needed in several areas. These writers have invested noticeably less effort in organization, format, and/or proofreading.
What does Unsatisfactory mean? - These projects further exacerbate or multiply the problems of yearlong plans described as Developing. They appear to be little more than a collection of instructional materials loosely organized around teaching English Language Arts or Speech/Communication.

