EDUC463 Conceptual Unit Plan Assignment Sheet – Spring 2014
Assignment and Rationale

Individually or collaboratively if you’d like, you will prepare a conceptual unit for a grade level (6-12), students, and school of your choice. (Remember, if you didn’t work with someone else on your yearlong plan, you’re required to do so for the unit.) Like the yearlong plan, the unit plan will require you to synthesize much of the reading/thinking/ writing/talking/planning/constructing you’ve done so far in this course. It will also give you the opportunity to design sequenced instruction by “planning backwards” from the tasks (or assessments) you plan for students to complete as a demonstration of their learning. 

This assignment in particular, however, will allow you to really zoom in on the nitty-gritty process of preparing daily instruction and assessment tasks that are aligned with standards in the larger context of a unit. Though you will undoubtedly adapt the process of unit planning when you have your own classroom, you also will undoubtedly engage in the process. The unit plan will also give you experience in articulating a research-based rationale for your teaching, varying your classroom structures according to your teaching purposes, incorporating technology into your instruction, and meeting the needs of specific groups of learners (e.g., ELLs).
As Smagorinsky asserts in Teaching English by Design, planning like this frees you up from the daily uncertainty of “What do I do on Monday morning?” and lends continuity to your teaching and your and your students’ learning. To see samples produced by Peter Smagorinsky’s former students, don’t forget to access “Smagorinsky’s Virtual Library of Units.” I will also post some samples of units produced by former students that will more closely align with the unit format for EDUC463. Just as with the yearlong plan, however, these units will not be identical in format to the units you will produce, as I’m making a few changes that I think will improve your experience this semester. Just be aware, and ask me if you have questions.
Content and Format
Your units should include the following components.* I will provide more detail on each component in coming weeks, but for now, I want you to see an overview of the project. 

1. Checklist and Cover Page: Include the unit checklist I will provide as well as cover sheet that includes the title, grade level, length of time the unit will take, your name, EDUC463 Spring 2014, and a signed honor pledge as follows: In completing this project, I have not given, received, or used any unauthorized assistance (including materials created by myself or others from a previous class.
In regard to length of time: Your unit should take 4-6 weeks if designed for classes that meet daily for approximately 50 mins. or classes that meet on an alternating block schedule (i.e., approximately 90 mins. every other day). If you want to design for a pure block schedule (i.e., classes that meet approximately 90 mins. every day), the unit should be a minimum of 2.5-3 weeks. If you are working with a partner, please make your unit is on the longer side—6 weeks of 50-minute classes or 90-minute classes meeting on an alternating block schedule; 3 weeks of 90-minute classes meeting on a pure block schedule.
2. Introduction: This may be an essay, a bulleted list, or some combination. In this section of your unit: 
a. Tell where this unit fits in the overall plan for the year. Additionally, describe briefly the units that would immediately precede and follow this one so that I can get a sense of the arc of your instruction.
b. Describe the students you are imagining as the focus of your instruction (age, abilities, interests, the assets they bring to class, etc.). Also in this section, include a description of your teaching context—your district/school, demographics, etc. 
c. Using the reading complexity circles graphic (p. 26 of Wessling), list all of the texts that the unit will include (poems, short stories, novels, films, graphic narratives, memoirs, digital materials, etc.). This list should reflect variety in terms of text complexity (also described in Ch. 2 of Wessling), genres, cultures, media, time periods, interest, and student appeal. I have provided a copy of this graphic on the weebly site.
d. Using a writing complexity graphic, list all of the artifacts that the students will produce as they complete the unit. This list should also reflect variety in terms of genres (e.g., reading logs, blog posts, visual interpretations of texts, book trailers, essays, etc.). I have provided a copy of this graphic on the weebly site.
e. Identify the body of standards you will use (e.g., Colorado Standards for Reading, Writing and Communicating OR the Common Core State Standards and their grade-level bands OR if you are not designing a unit for a CO school, the body of standards required by the state where you are student teaching; etc.). 
3. Unit Plan Template (see weebly site): Demonstrate that you have planned with the end in mind by including the unit template that you have either recreated for yourself or downloaded from the weebly site and completed. NOTE: The model units on the weebly site use a different template, but I want you to use this template instead. 
4. Unit Calendar: Your unit calendar should indicate how you would sequence the in-class activities and assignments included in your unit. List key activities for each day and include necessary due dates. In terms of format, you may choose the format that reflects how you plan. This might be an actual old-school calendar, or it might be written in prose form. I’ll provide an example and you can look at the samples on the weebly site to get a sense of the level of detail I’m expecting.
5. Rationale: Provide justification for teaching the unit in an appropriate course with a particular class of students. This is the section where you describe the organizing principle and focus for this particular unit, including key concepts and questions. It is important to cite evidence—theory and research—that supports your decisions. You may draw from Smagorinsky, Rami, Wessling, Teaching in the Connected Learning Classrooms, other EDUC463 texts (including websites), and from all of the other English Education or education classes you have had to this point. You also must include at least 3 references to articles from the professional journal you subscribed to for this class (e.g., English Journal, Voices from the Middle, etc.).



In terms of content and format, Smagorinsky provides a bulleted list of important 
questions to address in a rationale. Your rationale, though, needs to be a well-written essay. Don’t just answer Smagorinsky’s questions, in other words; instead, use your answers to create an essay of maybe 2-4 single-spaced pages. Remember that it’s not the page count that matters; it’s the quality of your thinking and expression. For examples of rationales, see the model units on the weebly site and those included in the Virtual Library of Conceptual Units that Peter Smagorinsky references in his book. For additional assistance, follow his suggestions on pp. 146-47 of Teaching English by Design. 
6. Lesson Plans and All Accompanying Handouts for the Entire Unit: The lessons you design should be well-sequenced in order to provide sufficient scaffolding for students to work successfully toward intellectually rewarding performances on the unit assessments. 
In terms of format, you will organize your lesson plans according to the format I will provide, being sure to feature the standard and the appropriate evidence outcomes (if you’re using the CO Standards) or grade-level bands (if you’re using the CCSS), which the lesson features. The whole of your unit should of course address multiple standards. You should prepare your lessons as though you suddenly might take an extended leave from your teaching and leave instruction in the hands of a substitute. The lesson plans therefore need to be written in sufficient, minute-by-minute detail so that someone else could come in and teach them without utter confusion.

You will include lesson plans for every day of your unit, but among those plans, you should include:

a. An introductory or gateway activity (see Ch. 13 and p. 186 in Smagorinsky) connected to the unit theme.  
b. Multiple lessons that incorporate Connected Learning and multimodal composing
c. An indication of how you will provide extra support and/or challenge for the needs of individual learners, especially English Language Learners.

d. Formative assessments (including handouts and grading criteria) that will allow you to assess how students are meeting the standards you are teaching on a daily basis. 
7. Culminating Assessment and Rubric: Provide the assignment sheet for the performance task students will complete at the end of the unit and a rubric you will use to assess it. The task must be “performative.” That means that students will construct an artifact: an essay, a portfolio, a website, a speech, a dramatic performance, a podcast, etc. As Smagorinsky points out, a paper-and-pencil test is not a performance task because students are answering someone else’s questions. 
In terms of format: Write the assignment sheet in student-friendly language, describing everything the students will need to know about the artifact they will produce (e.g., a narrative essay, a speech, a portfolio, etc.) to demonstrate that they have achieved the goals you set and/or negotiated with them for the unit. Use the same format for your assignment sheet that you used for the Yearlong Plan. It should include: a brief rationale; a description of the required components and format of the assignment; and information about intended audience(s), due dates, and points possible. While you want to keep the assignment sheet concise (approx. 1-2 pp.), provide sufficient detail that it could be used with students. Write to students, not to me. 

You may create either a holistic or an analytic rubric to assess the artifact. In either case, your rubric must use statements of quality, not just quantity, to distinguish the levels. The rubric must assess what matters, use clear gradations of quality, avoid arbitrary distinctions, and contain a minimum degree of negative language. Even the “developing” items should recognize what students have accomplished, as well as what they need to improve. For a reminder of the elements of an effective assignment sheet and scoring guide, see the Keynotes on the weebly site that explain how to write them.

8. Self-Evaluation and Group Participation Statement (if applicable): Write a concise self-evaluation (no longer than 1 single-spaced page) addressing the extent to which the unit plan meets or exceeds the assignment requirements. Include examples from the unit plan to support the points you are making in the self-evaluation, and refer directly to the criteria listed in the scoring guide to indicate the letter grade you feel the project deserves. When I grade your unit, I will read your self-evaluation first, so be sure to point out anything that will give me insight into your process of creating the unit, referring me to items you would especially like for me to bless, press, and/or address as I evaluate and respond to your work. If you worked in a group, also include the group participation statement provided on weebly.
Audience for the Assignment

Your audience is your classmates, me, other preservice teachers, and perhaps even future colleagues or administrators who might be interested in hiring you.

Due Dates and Grading

The final draft of your unit plan is due Wed., 5/7. Please see the calendar for the dates when Checkpoints (i.e., detailed drafts) for each element are due. I will provide a hard copy of the scoring guide for the unit plan later, but the major factor I’ll be assessing is your alignment of standards, instruction, and assessments. 
In reading your unit plan, I should be able to sense:

· your clear grasp of the standards and their accompanying elements that you’re addressing (e.g., evidence outcomes if you’re using the CO Standards for Reading, Writing, and Communicating; the grade-level bands if you’re using the Common Core State Standards, etc.) 
· that the activities and assignments you’re planning will help students meet these standards and demonstrate these evidence outcomes

· that your assessments will provide additional occasions for learning in regard to them

Most of all, remember that although producing curriculum to this level of detail can be trying at times, the task also provides the chance for you to CREATE. Hence, you should heed the words of Ray Bradbury on the front page of the weebly site: 

Love what you do and do what you love. 

Don’t listen to anyone else who tells you not to do it. 

You do what you want, what you love. 

Imagination should be the center of your life.
* In describing the components, I have borrowed or adapted much of the language from Louann Reid’s assignment sheet for this project.





