Current as of 4.30.14

*TENTATIVE* SCHEDULE
EDUC463 – Methods in Teaching English Language Arts – Spring 2014
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	1/22
	Introduction & Overview of Course 

What are my core beliefs about teaching English Language Arts and/or Speech Communication?
	

	ARTICULATING YOUR BELIEFS ABOUT TEACHING 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS &/OR SPEECH COMMUNICATION

	1/27
	NO CLASS – Cindy was sick.
	

	1/29
	What are my core beliefs… (con.)

Workshop on Teaching Philosophy

Introduction to Talking Points
	Syllabus review signature

Reading: “On ‘Not Reading’” by William Broz (on weebly site: csueduc463@weebly.com)

Writing: Draft of teaching philosophy due

	2/3
	Mapping a Teaching Life
	Reading: Pt. 1 of chapter from Possible Lives (pp. 236-256)
Writing: 2 Talking Points + Final copy of Teaching Philosophy due

	2/5
	What does it mean to “struggle for success” in teaching?
	Survey (to be completed during class)
Reading: Pt. 2 of chapter from Possible Lives (pp. 256-283) 
Writing: 2 Talking Points

	CREATING AN OPTIMAL ENVIRONMENT FOR LEARNING: 

TEACHING WITH STUDENTS AND STANDARDS IN MIND

	2/10
	What does an “optimal environment for learning” look like/sound like/feel like?

How do I teach with students in mind?
	Reading: “When Teachers Ask Questions” (on weebly site) + Preface-Ch. 1 of Smagorinsky.
Writing: 3 Talking Points (1 per reading). Do one per chapter. In your 3rd TP, tie the 2 chapters together.

	2/12
	How do I scaffold student learning? 

	Reading: Preface-Ch. 1 of Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom + Ch. 2-3 of Smagorinsky.
Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.

	2/17
	How do I interest students in their own learning?


	NO NEW READING/WRITING ASSIGNMENTS – We need a catch up day. 
Today’s discussion will focus on Preface-Ch. 1 of Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom.

	2/19
	What constitutes a worthwhile, standards-based curriculum?
Introduction to the Yearlong Plan
	Reading: Pt. 1 Introduction and Ch. 1 of Wessling (pp. 1-17) + excerpts from standards documents online (links to be provided in class) + chapter from Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom
Writing: 3 Talking Points (1 for Wessling + 1 for Conn. Learning chapter + 1 that makes connections between today’s reading and last week’s reading.)

	2/24
	How do I decide what texts to teach?: Unpacking the Anchor Standards for Reading
Repositioning Students as Producers of Meaning
	Reading: Ch. 2 of Wessling + chapter from Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom on designing a production-centered classroom
Writing: Write 3 Talking Points (1 for each text + 1 that makes connections between today’s reading and last week’s reading)

	PLANNING BACKWARDS: BEGINNING WITH THE END IN MIND

	2/26
	How do I plan an entire course?

	Reading: Yearlong Plan assignment sheet + Pt. 2 of Cliff Lee’s chapter on production-centered classrooms (on weebly) + Ch. 4 of Smagorinsky + Pt. 3 Introduction and Ch. 6 of Wessling (pp. 87-102).

Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.


	3/3
	How do I plan an entire course? (con.)

	Reading: Ch. 5-6 of Smagorinsky + Danielle Filipiak’s chapter on shared-purpose learning from Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom
Writing: 3 Talking Points (1 for Smagorinsky + 1 for Connected Learning that includes a question for Danielle + 1 that makes connections between today’s reading and last week’s reading)

	3/5 
	Unpacking the Anchor Standards for Writing

How do I design effective assignments? 
	Reading:  Ch. 5 of Wessling + the anchor standards for writing
Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.


	3/10 

	How do I evaluate and respond to student work?

Unpacking the Anchor Standards for Language

	Reading: Ch. 7 of Smagorinsky + “The Politics of Correctness: Learning from Student Writing”+ CCSS App. A (pp. 28-35) + App. C (p. 2 +  student samples and annotations for your grade level only; keep in mind that some of these weren’t written for ELA.) + Mine the sections of the e-book that we have read so far for possible unit assignments (decide how you will divide these up with your group or writing partners).

Writing: 2 Talking Points (1 comprehensive TP on Smagorinsky, “Politics of Correctness,” and the CCSS Appendices combined. Think about how these texts speak to one another. + 1 TP that makes connections between today’s reading and last week’s reading. / NOTE: You don’t need to write a TP for the e-book sections. Just keep a list of what you find.

	3/12 – 

	Unpacking the Anchor Standards for Reading 

How do I decide what texts my students should be reading?


	Reading: Ch. 3 of Wessling + read CCSS App. A (pp. 1-16) + CCSS App. B (pp. 2-3 + review text exemplars and sample performance tasks for your grade level for English/Language Arts only.) 

Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.  
Yearlong Plan checkpoint* (draft of context, overarching concept, and list of likely units + draft of assignment sheet for culminating assignment)

	3/17-3/21
	SPRING BREAK
	


	3/24

	Unpacking the Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening

	Reading: Ch. 4 of Wessling 
Writing: 2 Talking Points (1 for the Wessling chapter + 1 that makes connections between today’s reading and the reading from 3/10 and 3/12). 

	3/26
	NO CLASS – Cindy will be in DC.
	Project Workday: Make arrangements with your group to work/plan outside of class on your Yearlong Plan.  

	CREATING THE CONCEPTUAL UNIT

	3/31
	Peer-Supported and Openly Networked Learning

	Reading: Ch. 2, Ch. 5, Conclusion, and Afterword from Teaching in the Connected Learning Classroom (entire book on weebly)
Writing: 3 Talking Points (1 for Ch. 2 + 1 for Ch. 5 + 1 combined for Conclusion and Afterword) 

	4/2


	What is a conceptual unit? What are its basic elements?


	Reading:  Ch. 8-9 of Smagorinsky

Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.
Yearlong Plan checkpoint* (For ea. unit: unit title + titles and genres of the texts students will read + list of each week’s focus + list of major methods of student assessment)

	4/7


	How do I write a rationale? How do I sketch out a unit?
	Reading:  Ch. 10-11 of Smagorinsky 

Writing: 2 punctuation prompts (1 per chapter)

Yearlong Plan* (Graphic organizers/grids showing how anchor standards, outcomes, and Connected Learning principles are being addressed in your units over the course of the year)

	4/9


	Where does language instruction fit in? How do I teach with ELLs in mind?

How do I help students develop an understanding of the “power of language” and “the language of power”? 
	Reading:  Ch. 12 of Smagorinsky + NCTE Policy Research Brief on ELLs (on weebly) + review Language standards
Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading.

Yearlong Plan due

	4/14


	How do I plan and sequence the learning activities in ways that will prepare students for learning, help them meet the unit goals, and reflect on, revise, and evaluate their work?

Introduction to Professional Learning Communities: Brainstorm topics + select groups.
	Reading:  Ch. 13-14 of Smagorinsky
Writing: 3 punctuation prompts (be sure to cover both chapters in the process)



	4/16


	How do I advocate for the kind of teaching I believe in? How do I keep growing professionally?

Unit Workshop #1


	Reading: Ch. 7-8 of Wessling 
Writing: No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on both chapters.

You will meet with your PLC to develop a proposal today (e.g., readings, response methods, group responsibilities, etc.). 

	4/21
	How do I teach so that I as a teacher can thrive?  
PLC Meeting #1
	Reading: Intro. - Ch. 2 of Thrive + PLC resource #1 assigned by Cindy
Writing: 2 great questions for Meenoo (one for Ch. 1, one for Ch. 2)
+ Response method your PLC group decided on
Unit Plan checkpoint* (draft of unit plan template) 


	4/23

	How do I teach so that students will thrive?
Unit Workshop #2  

	Reading: Ch. 3-5 of Thrive
Writing:  No formal assignment. Annotate/highlight/make notes on the reading. 

	4/28

	PLC Meeting #2
Unit Workshop #3

	Reading: PLC resource #2 assigned by your PLC Group

Writing: Response method your PLC group decided on
Unit Plan checkpoint* (intro. and outline of rationale, 1 assignment sheet, and 1 scoring guide for a major assignment)


	4/30


	PLC Meeting #3
Unit Workshop #4


	Reading: PLC resource #3 assigned by your PLC Group

Writing:  Response method your PLC group decided on
Also, come ready to determine the resource and response strategy you’ll assign to the class and to plan your PLC presentation.
Unit Plan checkpoint* (draft of multiple lesson plans and unit calendar) 

	BECOMING AN AGENT OF CHANGE: COLLABORATION, INQUIRY, AND ADVOCACY

	5/5
	PLC Presentations (Pt. 1)

	Reading: Resources assigned by 3 PLC Groups

Writing: Responses assigned by PLC groups
Presentations & discussions led by PLC groups

	5/7
	PLC Presentations (Pt. 2) & Student Teaching Panel

	Reading: Resources assigned by 2 PLC Groups

Writing: Responses assigned by PLC groups
Presentations & discussions led by PLC groups 

Unit Plan checkpoint* (draft of entire unit plan) 

	5/14
	FINAL EXAM SCHEDULED 

(Wed., 4:10-6:10)
	Units due. You can drop these off at Cindy’s office: Eddy 322A. If you want to turn them earlier, you’re always welcome to do that.








*On checkpoint days for both the unit plan, you will need to bring 2 drafts to share (1 for you & 1 for your partner).


