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The act of teaching has always been a process that extends far beyond the confines of the classroom. A student, once a student, is a student forever. We as teachers know this to be true, as we ourselves are constantly learning, changing and progressing. In this dynamic time, the art of teaching is developing as rapidly as the students themselves. This growth is thrilling. With new methods of technology, resources, forums and media with which to interact, this could prove to be one of the most challenging and exciting times to enter the profession.

However, a classroom is more than the newest technology. It is more than the satisfaction of checking off a list of standards at the end of the year. A classroom is a community where inspiration and collaboration flourish in a rich, student-centered environment. A classroom is a center of collectivity, where students work together to create a body of knowledge that they find relevant and meaningful.  In my future English classroom, students will be their own educators and assess each other based on the depth of their shared experience. A classroom becomes a sanctuary where every student is welcomed, not evaluated based on language, on skin or on sex. Additionally, it is a challenging environment, where every student is pushed to understand the unobtainable and stand in awe of their own capabilities. A classroom is a bustling center, alive with poetry, with experience and with laughter. Once students have a safe atmosphere where they can unleash their ideas, I believe they will never stop. Filled with discussion, with argument and explanation, a classroom is not only a community, but it is a family. 


As a teacher it is not my job to assume that I know any more than my students, but rather I must understand that they are in fact my teachers. Every individual’s knowledge is shaped by their own unique experiences. This means that each of us has grown, adapted and learned in our own way. In order to connect this subjectivity to stronger reading, writing and critical thinking skills, I will have students capture their personal voice and perspective through empowering creative writing assignments, poetry, and multimedia projects. Allowing students to explore their own voice through writing and oral expression is an elemental part of a diverse and cohesive community. Through student-centered writing, I will be able to deny one of the most dangerous presumptions made about teaching: that teachers can supersede these experiences and assert one perception as knowledge. Another dangerous notion is the idea that each student must be “saved” or changed in order to progress. As a teacher it is not my job to insult my students by undermining their own strength and individuality with pity. Instead, my task is to show them that they are capable of their own kinds of greatness. My task is to awaken students to their own possibilities. Through expressive writing activities targeted at the development of self-confidence, these students will begin to see that they are already strong, smart, worthy and capable of fulfilling their greatest passions. They can speak in a variety of different languages, communicate across different social media and still have energy for personal activities. By transcending this multitasking skill, students will be asked to speak the language of multiple kinds of texts, communicate with new sources of technology like Twitter, Prezi, Glogster, and ultimately prove that their ability to fuse multiple aspects of their lives transfers to concepts within the English classroom. Therefore, my task as a teacher is not simply to challenge my students, but rather to teach them how to challenge themselves. 
From the moment I chose to step into a classroom I knew I would strive to give every student the equal opportunity to learn. But more than that, that I would show every student the actuality of the world. It is true that it is a place of assimilation. We are still plagued by the sadness that is racism. There will be days beyond the classroom where each of us will be tested to the fullest extent. Some days we may want to give up. But one of the greatest lessons I have ever learned is that the human spirit is far stronger than oppression, fear or intolerance that we will face in the world. We carry within us a thirst to grow, to learn and to improve. We only need someone to see this in us, and believe that it can be so. This young fire is the essence of each student, and I believe that once it is ignited within us, it can  never be extinguished. 
