CONFERENCE RESPONSE FORM

Title of the piece: UNIT INTRO/RATIONALE, ASSIGNMENT SHEET, & SCORING GUIDE  Name(s):

I. Writer’s Questions and Concerns – Rank order your components in the order with which you need the most help. Alternate through each of the components with your response partners to get through as many as you can in the time we have. Use the following questions to get feedback:
UNIT INTRO.: 
· How well have I explained where this unit fits in the overall plan for the year? Have I described in sufficient detail the units that would immediately precede and follow this one so that you can get a sense of the arc of my instruction? How well have I described the students who are the focus of my instruction? Have I provided enough information regarding my teaching context that you can get a sense of how it might shape my teaching? (NOTE: See the “Planning Your Unit Introduction” handout for more specific questions about these elements.)
· When you look at the list of texts my students will read, do you see optimal variety (context, fulcrum, & texture texts), genres, cultures, media, time periods, interest, and student appeal? When you look at the list of texts my students will write, do you see a range of genres that will allow students to construct, rather than regurgitate, what they are learning?
· Have I identified the body of standards I will use (e.g., Colorado Standards for Reading, Writing and Communicating; the CCSS standards; the school district where you are student teaching; etc.)?
UNIT RATIONALE: Note these elements are drawn from Smagorinsky’s recommendations for the elements of a good unit rationale (see pp. 146-147 to Teaching English by Design).
· Have I justified why this unit is relevant for this course and these students? 
· Have I justified why I’ve chosen the organizing principle and focus I have for this particular unit, including key concepts and questions? 
· Have I justified why I’ve chosen the particular texts for students to read in this unit?
· Have I cited appropriate and adequate evidence—theory and/or research—to support the choices I’ve made in designing this unit? Among this evidence, have I included at least 3 references to articles from the professional journal I subscribed to for this class? Have I explained why the evidence I’ve included supports the claims I’m making about the relevance of the unit I’m proposing?
· Have I anticipated some potential counterarguments an audience of colleagues/administrators/parents might make against this unit and provided a convincing rebuttal for these arguments?
SUMMATIVE ASSIGNMENT / SCORING GUIDE : 

· Will my summative assignment help students synthesize their learning for my unit? Does it provide a new opportunity for students to extend their learning in regard to the unit focus? When I read part of my assignment sheet out loud, is the language student-friendly? Is the handout an appropriate length? Have I included all the required elements: 1) rationale for the assignment; 2) description of the required components + format; 3) due date; 4) audience info.?; 5) points possible?
· Does the format for my scoring guide seem appropriate (holistic OR analytic), and is the language student-friendly? Does the language of my scoring guide align directly with the language on the assignment sheet? Have I included quality criteria to distinguish between letter grades or levels of performance (i.e., Am I doing more than just counting things?)? Do students know exactly what they have to do in order to get the grade they want?
II.  Conversation - Now have a conversation with your writing partners. First, provide a context for your draft. Where are you in your writing process? Then read and discuss the outlines for your unit intro. & rationale, assignment sheet, and scoring guide as described in the bulleted points above. Record your partners’ feedback in the columns below. Remember to be specific, rigorous, and considerate in your feedback to one another.

QUESTIONS



COMMENTS (They liked…)



CONCERNS (They wondered about…)















III.  Writer’s Plan for Action

 On the back of this page, record your plan for revision based on the feedback you got in this conference.
REMEMBER: YOU MUST SUBMIT THIS FORM WITH YOUR FINAL DRAFT. 
