CONFERENCE RESPONSE FORM

Title of the piece: TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

Writer’s Name:



Writing Partner’s Name:

All of the comments below should be recorded by the writer.

I. Writer’s Questions and Concerns – Use the following questions to get feedback on your teaching philosophy:
· How well have I explained the elemental personal beliefs—the non-negotiables—that will guide my teaching of English Language Arts or Speech Communication? In other words, how well have I conveyed my “understanding about how students learn, how instruction can best assist that learning, and actions that [I will] take to enact such instruction” (Van Note Chism. 1998)?
· Even though this is a personal statement, how effectively have I shaped my text for a public audience that is likely to include other teachers and administrators who have the power to decide whether or not I am a good fit for their school? How successfully have I communicated such characteristics as my ability to work with others in the department or school, confidence or self-assurance that will indicate ability to learn to control a class, my willingness to learn, and a grasp of content and my ability to teach it? (NOTE: Although you may not have articulated all of these characteristics explicitly or as thoroughly as you might in a longer essay, it’s likely that your readers will want a sense that at least some of them are present.) 
· Am I clear and concise in conveying content? Is my tone appropriately professional? Would a busy teacher or administrator who is sifting through a stack of applications be able to quickly read and grasp my meaning? Specifically, in terms of length, is my teaching philosophy no longer than one page single-spaced in a font no smaller than 10 pt.? 
· Is my language precise and grammatically correct? Have I observed the formal conventions of Standard American English for spelling, mechanics, and usage?
· Other questions you want your writing partner to think about: 
 II.  Conversation - Now have a conversation with your writing partner. First, provide a context for your draft. Of the items above, where would you most like feedback? Where are you in your writing process? Then discuss the above bullet points in order of their urgency to you as a writer. Record your partner’s feedback in the columns below. Remember to be specific, rigorous, and considerate in your feedback to one another.
QUESTIONS



COMMENTS (They liked…)



CONCERNS (They wondered about…)














III.  Writer’s Plan for Action

 On the back of this page, record your plan for revision based on the feedback you got in this conference.
REMEMBER: YOU MUST SUBMIT THIS FORM WITH YOUR FINAL DRAFT.
