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Course Description: 

 
In Grade 8, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) Oral Expression 
and listening, including collaborating effectively as a group, listening actively and 
respectfully, posing thoughtful questions and contributing ideas; (2) Reading for all 
Purposes, including engaging in a wide range of fiction and nonfiction experiences, 
reflecting on personal learning with increasingly difficult texts, and using context clues to 
unlock meaning of complex vocabulary; (3) Writing and Composition, including 
effectively using content-specific language, style, tone, and text structure to compose or 
adapt writing for different audiences and purposes; (4) Research and Reasoning, 
including gathering information from a variety of sources, analyzing and evaluating the 
quality and relevance of sources and learning to discriminate and justify a position. 
These concepts and associated skills are aligned with the Colorado Academic 
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy, incorporating 21st century skills and 
postsecondary and workforce readiness competencies.  
 
 
 
 
Prerequisite(s): 
Seventh Grade Language Arts 
 
Credit: 1 
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1st Semester Unit 1: Planning & Focusing Writing 
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1st Semester Unit 2: Critical Thinking 
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1st Semester Unit 3: Reading Application 
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1st Semester Unit 4: Interpretation and Persuasion 
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2nd Semester Unit 5: Writer’s Craft 
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